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A timeless folk song provides inspiration for some of the funniest, brightest drawings Peter Spier

has ever produced. In the song, a fox forages for food in the village to bring to his family back in the

den. The music is also included so everyone can sing along.
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This is one of my all time favorites. The text consists of one version of an old folk song, general

known as "The Fox." There are probably several dozen versions of this particular song, likely even

more. I know of at least nine myself. The one used in this work is from a Burl Ives recording done in

1945. I was and am a big fan of Ives, so this book has been a real treat for me. The song originated

from a poem, written in the 14th for 15th century in Middle English. I can remember versions sung of

this song at various gatherings back to the late 1940s. This particular work was originally published

about 1961 i.e. the Spire's version...not to be confused with one written by Wendy Watson which is

a good work itself.Anyway, the text consists of the words to the old song and this is a wonderful

sing-along book. The art work by Peter Spier is some of the best. It is extremely detailed, the colors

are wonderfully blended and even though they are actual paintings, they give a true feeling of being

there. The story consists of a fox who goes out on a chilly night and visits the hen/goose/duck

house of a local farmer in or near a village. The fox does this in order to feed his family. The book is

the picture and word story of his journey there and back with the meal for his family. I note that there



is some disagreement here as to the location of this story. It certainly took place (the story) during

the late 1800s or possibly the early 1900s. The setting is rural. If I were to give a guess, I would say

it probably took place in New England, possibly Massachusetts, Connecticut or Penn. Of course you

could make a pretty good argument for Virginia also, but the civil war monuments shown in the book

look to me more Union than Southern. Yes indeed folks, they do grow tobacco in New England.

There are several pictures of tobacco drying sheds in the book. There are also pictures of covered

bridges and wonderful details of the country side, farm and village.The illustrations alternate

between full color and black and white sketch type drawings. I personally find this technique quite

appealing. I know the kids to which I read this book to don't seem to be bothered a bit by it. In fact, I

have caught several of them trying to copy some parts of the black and white drawings. I do love the

author's use of color, shades and his minute attention to detail.Now, parents do take note: The fox

does indeed kill the old goose and makes off with a duck to boot. There are not graphic details of

this other than the fox family finishing off the cooked bones after their wonderful meal. Some

parents may feel that their child may have problems with this. To be honest, this is where parenting

comes in. Each parent knows, or should know, what his kid can or cannot handle and at what age. I

personally have no problems with it. The fox is acting according to his nature and yes, foxes do

indeed raid hen houses.(Goodness knows I have lost enough chickens to the little guys). Again

though, this should be the parent's call.There is another note of interest and suggestion. This book

is ideal to introduce the young reader to Middle English. A quick wed search can provide the text of

the original poem, along with many versions of this song. It is interesting to see how our language

has developed and evolved over the years.All in all, there is little not to like about this book. The art

work is wonderful, you cannot beat the text, you get a great sing-along book and I have found that

kids love the thing. I have used this particular work from Kindergarten up through the seventh and

eight grades. Adults also enjoy listening to it.

This book is a treasure from my childhood. I remember singing the song along with my dad and

older sister. Since I was reading at age 3, I read this book by myself. I didn't find it too graphic then,

nor do I now. The images didn't disturb me in the least. I love this little book, and have given it as a

gift many times, always to rave reviews from the parents and children alike. It is fast-paced and the

lyrics are fun to sing. The pictures are delightful, from the detailed farm scenes, right down to the

Civil War monuments in the town square that the reader sees as the fox passes by with his birds. I

recommend this for children of any age, and their parents. It is a treasure of a children's book.



This Caldecott Honor Book has been a favorite in my family for about 30 years and was a frequently

requested story for my four boys as they were growing up. It was illustrated in 1961 by Peter Spier

and is based on a Burl Ives arrangement from 1945 of an old folk tune called "The Fox." The lyrics

make up the lively text. Spier's wonderful line drawings are filled with details, plenty of action and a

folksy, down-home world of a bygone era from the turn of the last century. Every other page is in full

color with the rest in black and white. The drawings are so chock full of details that you will enjoy the

black and white ones nearly as much as the colored ones. Small town life and a rustic farm

homestead come to life in these pages as the fox goes out on a chilly night to find supper for his

hungry children. The pictures are informative and interesting and funny. There is so much flavor in

this book that you'll want to share it with the kids again and again. There is music at the back of the

book for voice, piano and guitar so that you can sing along and teach the kids to join in. All seven

verses are included. I still sing this song on road trips and every one of my grown children

remembers the words. It's a treasure.

My son loves this book and the tune that goes along with it! The story is a bit "old-school" but the

pictures are beautiful and it is easy for the kids to read. It is really memorable to have a book that

has a song that goes along with it. I highly recommend for beginner readers!!

This book is the musical tale of a fox raiding the farmer's bin in order to feed his family of a wife and

ten little foxes. The book has a long title, which is typically problematic for young children. In my

house the book is known simply as "Fox".The story's lyrics are simple and repetitive. While

broaching mature themes such as prayer, hunting, self-defense and providing for a family, the story

flows most ostensibly as the adventure of the expeditious fox through the unassuming town.The

music is both hopeful and melancholy. Sung against a back drop of colonial New England, the story

has a charming, romantic air to it. The illustrations are suitable for children while conveying a

stylistic and modern tone.Even after the 150th reading, I am still excited to read of the fox's exploits

and am comparatively happier to have my 20 month old little daughter choose this handsome tale

over what seems like an overabundance of pointless and ill-conceived young children's stories.

Wonderful song/story for kids. They love it. Verses repeat from one page to another. One repeat

page is missing near the end of the book. Seems to a problem with this edition not just with this

book. Still definitely worth having in your collection. The repeat is easy to fake. Everyone loves this

old favorite including my husband who never knew it as a child!



When I was a little girl, my Mom would read this book to me and play her guitar along with it. It was

such fun. I am now a Mom and read this to my kids. My Mom even came over and played the guitar

part. The music is at the back of the book! My kids love it!
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